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Letters to the editor

The COVID-19 pandemic has triggered a seemingly 
unending series of crises in other aspects of American 
life, the most recent a blood shortage that threatens to 
cripple hospitals across the country.

Coronavirus-related shutdowns led to a severe short-
age last year. As restrictions eased, donations began to 
pick up again, but they are nowhere close to meeting the 
needs of hospitals, which are seeing a spike in trauma 
cases as well as elective surgeries that were put off at the 
height of the pandemic. The Red Cross reports sending 
out 12% more blood than it was at this time last year.

Meanwhile, donations have not kept pace. Wildfires 
have slowed collections in the west, heat waves in the 
east. Blood drives draw fewer people in the summer 
as families enjoy vacation. There are few office blood 
drives because most offices aren’t at full capacity.

Blood can’t be stockpiled -- it lasts about 40 days. 
Platelets, which are used in cancer treatments, are 
good for five. As a result, the Red Cross estimates it 
needs to gather another 1,000 donations a day to catch 
up with demand. 

It’s not uncommon for the nation to experience tem-
porary shortages. The events of the last two years, 
however, have been anything but common. To put it 
succinctly, blood is going out faster than it is coming in.

“This is no ordinary decline in supply,” said Teresa 
Paiva Weed, president of the Hospital Association of 
Rhode Island Teresa Paiva Weed said in the video. “It 
is unlike any shortage we have seen in years.”

Weed joined her counterparts in Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, Maine, Vermont and Connecticut in 
a video pleading for the public to step up and donate.

“We are uniting with a simple ask,” said Steve Walsh 
of the Massachusetts Health and Hospital Association. 
“Please make an appointment to donate blood today.”

You can still donate blood if you have contracted 
COVID-19 (but do not have an active infection) or 
have received a COVID-19 vaccine. If you have been 
vaccinated, the Red Cross requires you to know the 
manufacturer of your COVID vaccine ,or wait until two 
weeks after you’ve been vaccinated to donate. Masks 
are required at all drives.

Those interested can find and register for a blood 
drive by visiting redcrossblood.org.

Like Walsh said, it’s a simple ask.

‘A simple ask’ that 
can save lives

Remember in those early days of the pandemic in 2020, 
once we were again allowed into grocery stores – wear-
ing masks and only a few customers inside at a time? 

Along with the appreciation we showed for nurses 
and doctors who kept our hospitals open and cared 
for the growing number of people sickened by the 
coronavirus, we came to understand how the “essen-
tial worker” label extended to the clerks restocking 
shelves and the cashiers in the checkout lines.

People needed food. When they cautiously ventured 
out on a grocery run, they found store shelves mostly 
stocked because a low-wage clerk was showing up, 
day after day, to do his or her job in the midst of a 
pandemic. We thanked them when we understood the 
risks they were taking to do a job that made our lives 
better. And people began talking about how those 
supermarket and pharmacy workers deserved hazard 
pay or – better yet – higher wages. 

When Jan. 1, 2021 came around the state’s standard 
minimum wage rose to $13.50 per hour. Next Jan. 1 it rises 
to $14.25 and on Jan. 1, 2023 it will be set at $15 per hour.

The better news this week, reported by the Washington 
Post, is that the average pay in restaurants and super-
markets nationwide recently hit $15 per hour. As the 
economy has reopened and businesses search far and 
wide for workers, the push for higher wages is benefiting 
some of the people at the lowest rungs of the pay scales. 

The Post reported that nearly 80% of U.S. workers are 
earning at least $15 per hour, up from 60% at that point in 
2014. As many local businesses would attest, competition 
to fill all the shifts has made some people more selective 
about what kind of job they’ll accept and at what pay. 

Corporate chains have had to look at what they’re 
paying new employees; CVS announced this year it 
would increase starting pay from $11 to $15 by next 
summer, in line with some other big employers. And, 
when the big employers edge the pay rates higher, 
smaller employers are often forced to follow suit. That 
makes it tough to remain competitive but a higher 
minimum wage is good news for many people who 
struggle to pay their bills, while keeping the shelves 
stocked and the customers happy.

Higher minimum wage 
is right for the times

To the editor:
The amount of traffic near 

our local schools has been a 
regular topic in recent news 

stories. As a former resident of 
Chapel Street, I can speak with 
experience on this subject.

It seems to me that if 

students rode the school bus 
or walked to school, rather 
than being individually chauf-
feured to school by their 

parents, traffic congestion 
would be greatly reduced.

PETER DOLAN
Gloucester

Students should ride the bus

Al Getler
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The UFO era began in 
1947 with the first wide-
spread reports of strange 
objects in the sky. As the 
number of reports grew, 
the U.S. Air Force launched 
an investigation. In fact, 
between 1947 and 1969, the 
Air Force has had several 
projects to study the phe-
nomena, starting with Proj-
ect Sign and ending with 
Project Blue Book.

The final report for Proj-
ect Blue Book had two major 
conclusions. “There has 
been no evidence submit-
ted to, or discovered by the 
Air Force, that sightings 
categorized as ‘unidentified’ 
represent technological 
developments or principles 
beyond the range of present-
day scientific knowledge.” 
And “there has been no 
evidence indicating the 
sightings categorized as 
“unidentified” are extrater-
restrial vehicles.”

In short, Project Blue 
Book claimed to have solved 
the UFO mystery once and 
for all by chalking it up 
to natural phenomenon. 
As a result of these public 
statements, the reporting 
or studying of UFOs was 
officially stigmatized. Pro-
fessional observers such as 
pilots and radar operators 
feared to report their sight-
ings. And certainly scien-
tists avoided the topic. This 
remained the case for more 
than 50 years.

But on June 25, all of that 
changed. In a mandated 
report to Congress, the 
Pentagon finally, and reluc-
tantly, admitted that UFOs, 
or Unidentified Aerial Phe-
nomena (UAPs) as they now 
call them, are real and that 
they have no idea what they 
are, where they are from, or 
what their intentions are. 
This has spawned a new, 
widespread interest among 
the public, Congress and 
the scientific community to 
study the phenomena and 
determine once and for all 
what these objects are and 

where they are from.
On July 30, 2021, about 

one month after the Pen-
tagon UAP Report was 
issued, professor Avi Loeb, 
a longtime member of the 
Astronomy Department 
of Harvard University, 
announced the formation 
of the Galileo Project. It is 
a privately funded research 
endeavor to search for evi-
dence of extraterrestrial 
technological artifacts 
(e.g. an alien ashtray). The 
idea is to bring systematic, 
scientific technology and 
research methods to bear 
in the investigation of UFOs 
and other phenomena 
that may have originated 
from an extraterrestrial 
intelligence.

Professor Loeb is joined in 
the project by a group of sci-
entists and engineers who 
represent some of the top 
academic institutions in the 
world. They include faculty 
members from Harvard, 
Princeton, Yale, Berkley and 
Cambridge in the UK, as 
well as universities in Scot-
land, Sweden, Switzerland 
and Israel. Having such a 
prestigious group work on 
the study of UFOs would 
have been unthinkable 
before the Pentagon UAP 
Report.

Loeb believes that the best 
way to identify the nature of 
UAPs is to move away from 
relying on politicians or 
military personnel. Instead, 
professional scientists need 
to employ sophisticated 
scientific instruments and 
research methods to exam-
ine the phenomena in a com-
pletely transparent manner. 
They will only depend on 
the data they collect with 
their own technologies. This 
has never been done in any 
past investigation.

Loeb first became inter-
ested in this subject because 
of an astronomical event 
that occurred a few years 
ago. It had to do with the 
visitation of an unusual 
entity to our solar system.

In October of 2017, an 
astronomer, Robert Weryk, 
utilizing the Pan-STARRS 

telescope at the Haleakala 
Observatory in Hawaii, 
noticed a very strange and 
unusual object during his 
observations. He named it 
“Oumuamua,” which, in the 
Hawaiian language, means 
“scout” or “messenger.”

Weryk and his associates 
noticed from the object’s 
trajectory that, unlike most 
asteroids and comets, it 
originated from interstellar 
space. In fact, it had a num-
ber of other unusual char-
acteristics. For example, 
the astronomers inferred 
from its reflection of the 
sun’s light, as the object was 
spinning along its path, that 
its shape was more elon-
gated, or flattened, than any 
known object from our solar 
system.

Another intriguing obser-
vation involved the path it 
followed around the solar 
system. The astronomers 
had calculated the expected 
trajectory using the sun’s 
gravitational force alone. 
But when they monitored 
its course, the object devi-
ated from that path. Such 
a shift could be caused by 
the “rocket effect” that 
would be expected from 
“cometary” outgassing. But 
there was no cometary tail 
observed around Oumua-
mua, so outgassing could 
not be the cause. It had 
to be some other, unusual 
force.

These observations 
caused Professor Loeb to 
propose in a paper that 
was published in a profes-
sional journal of astronomy 
that the object could be 
an alien probe. He also 
discussed it in a later book 
he wrote on the object, 
“Extraterrestrial.”

He said in his article, 
“Oumuamua might be a 
defunct technological debris 
of equipment (from an alien 
civilization) that is not 
operational anymore.” He 
theorized, “One possibility 
is that the object is a light-
sail floating in interstellar 
space… A light-sail is a sail 
pushed forward as it reflects 
light….” In fact, this was 

Loeb’s explanation for why 
Oumuamua accelerated out 
of our solar system with-
out having any cometary 
outgassing.

The Galileo Project 
has three main areas of 
research. First, it will 
obtain high-resolution, 
multi-detector, UAP Images 
in order to discover their 
nature. The scientists will 
search for UAPs with a 
network of mid-sized, high-
resolution telescopes and 
detector arrays with suit-
able cameras and computer 
systems, distributed in 
select locations. As far as 
we know neither the U.S. 
Air Force, nor anyone else, 
has ever undertaken such 
an investigation before.

The second objective of 
the Galileo Project will be 
to use existing astronomi-
cal surveys to discover and 
monitor similar interstellar 
visitors to our solar system. 
The scientists also want to 
work with people like Elon 
Musk and his SpaceX com-
pany to have a launch-ready 
space mission that can go 
out to “meet” an interstellar 
visitor in order to image and 
study it.

Third, they want to search 
for potential satellites, 
one meter in diameter or 
smaller, that they believe 
may be in orbit around the 
Earth and that were placed 
there by an extraterrestrial 
civilization in order to moni-
tor Earth. The scientists 
believe that they can find 
such objects, if they exist, 
using land-based telescopes 
equipped with advanced AI, 
fast-filtering methods.

This endeavor is excit-
ing since it represents the 
first attempt by the science 
community to use our best 
resources and knowledge to 
study the UFO phenomena. 
It is a privately funded, com-
pletely transparent effort 
that will be closely watched 
by everyone. After more 
than fifty years, we may 
finally get some answers.

Anthony J. Marolda is a 
resident of Annisquam and 
has degrees in physics. 

If UFOs are real, why hasn’t 
somebody found one of their ashtrays?
Anthony J. Marolda
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