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There are numerous safeguards in place to ensure
taxpayers’ interests are protected when public land is
considered for private use. In the case of the deal reached
between a private developer and the Essex Technical High
School, school officials and state lawmakers bypassed or
ignored those protections. They need to explain why.
The deal, which must still be approved by the state

and the Essex Tech School Committee, gives developer
Edge Sports Group a clear path to build a private sports
complex on public property. The $11 million complex, to
be sited next to Essex Tech in Danvers, would include two
skating rinks, a turf field and an athletic training facility.
In exchange for taking over the state-owned land, the

developer has promised free use of the complex for Essex
Tech students, and the possibility of reduced ice time for
those from Masconomet and Danvers.
That’s it. As of this writing, officials admit there is a

very good chance Edge Sports won’t need to pay a penny
for its use of the land.
How school officials and local legislators backed such a

lopsided deal is beyond baffling and raises several ques-
tions that need to be answered before any lease is signed:
� Why did the district and legislators decide a no-bid

deal was necessary?
 It is common practice to issue a “request for proposals,”

or RFP, when inviting development on public land. Inter-
ested developers send in their bids, and officials choose the
most appropriate project, with an eye toward protecting
the taxpayers’ investment. It’s the same reason homeown-
ers get three estimates for work on their house — they
want to make sure they’re getting the best deal possible.
That didn’t happen here. Instead, state Rep. Ted

Speliotis and state Sen. Bruce Tarr pushed through leg-
islation guaranteeing Edge Sports would get the use of
the land, denying any other developer— public or private
— from even entering a bid.
“The RFP process is to make sure you’re not giving a

special deal to someone in a marketplace where someone
else doesn’t have an opportunity,” Speliotis said by way
of explanation. “There wasn’t any market for this. I’m
confident today that if we could put it out to bid, we’re
not going to get any bidders.”
This makes no sense. If Edge Sports was interested

in the property, it could have entered a bid through an
open, competitive process. If no one else was interested,
as Speliotis suggests, the company would have the win-
ning bid.
Instead, lawmakers made sure Edge Sports had the

only bid, going so far in their legislation as to strike the
requirement that a public hearing be held on the very
idea of giving up the land. That’s the definition of a “spe-
cial deal.”
� Why did the district and legislators ignore the advice

of the inspector general’s office?
In a letter to state Sen. Joan Lovely, Inspector General

Glenn Cuhna urged lawmakers to rely on a public bidding
process to ensure “an open and fair deal” for taxpayers.
“This is especially true when the lease also includes a

construction component such as the proposed ice rink”
Cunha wrote. “In this situation, the Office believes that
an advertised competition would be an appropriate way
to proceed.”
� Who thought it was appropriate for a registered

lobbyist to draw a paycheck from both sides — the pub-
lic Essex Tech and the private Edge Group — during
negotiations?
Salem-based attorney and lobbyist Jack McGlynn was

paid $24,000 over the last two years to advise Essex Tech
on the sports complex and other issues. And according to
state lobbying records, McGlynn was also paid $25,000 by
the developer to push its interests.
� How do the district’s 17member communities benefit

from this deal, beyond the suggestion of free or reduced-
rate use of the facilities for three schools?
Earlier this week, the mayors of Salem, Peabody and

Beverly released a joint statement insisting that lease
payments from Edge Group be used to lower the assess-
ments paid by the district’s member communities.
Essex Tech School Committee Chairwoman Melissa

Teixeira, however, said the developer may pay nothing
to lease the land because it is allowing Essex Tech to use
the facility for free.
It is unclear, then, how this deal actually benefits

Salem, Peabody and Beverly, the regional district’s larg-
est member communities.
Fortunately, the mayors and the rest of the public

still have a chance to make themselves heard. The lease
between the district and the developer has yet to be
signed, and will be discussed at a Dec. 10 School Com-
mittee meeting.
It is clear that no deal should be signed until all ques-

tions are answered, to the satisfaction of the mayors
and the taxpayers in the dozens of communities sending
money to Essex Tech.
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Letters to the editor

Carl Sagan was a popular
astronomer who wrote “Con-
tact.”  It was a novel about the
Earth’s first contact with a
remote, alien civilization. The
book was made into a movie
in 1997 that starred Jodie Fos-
ter. The result of this exposure
was thatmany people became
aware of the possibility of
intelligent life beyond Earth. 
As a matter of fact, the

search for extraterrestrial
intelligence (SETI) is an area
of serious scientific investiga-
tion and has been since 1961.
That was the year that astron-
omer Frank Drake published
hiswell-knownpaperwherehe
provided an equation that esti-
mated the number of active,
communicative, extraterres-
trial civilizations in our Milky
Way galaxy. Harvard astrono-
mer Howard Shapley did a
similar estimate a few years
earlier and speculated that
there are 100millionworlds in
the universe where life as we
know it could have evolved.
But, until the 1990s, we had no
scientific evidence that planets
outside our own solar system
(exoplanets), even existed.
The first exoplanet found

around a star similar to our
sun was in 1995. Up to today,
astronomers have identified
1,977 exoplanets, with more
than half having been discov-
ered in the last fiveyears.Once
a new planet is found, other
scientists study it to learn
more about its characteristics,
including whether our type of
lifemight be able to exist on it.
For example, in 2008, scien-

tists analyzed the light coming
from the exoplanet HD 189733
to determine the chemical
components found in the
planet’s atmosphere. It was
the first time an organic com-
pound, methane, was identi-
fied on an exoplanet, along
with water vapor and carbon
dioxide. These discoveries are
an indication to the scientists
that life, as we know it, could
exist on an exoplanet that has
conditions similar to those
found on Earth. The probabil-
ity of finding intelligent life,
therefore, has increased.
There aremany active SETI

operations around the world,
searching for signs of intelli-
gent civilizations beyond our

own. Some of these organiza-
tions are supported by univer-
sities, others by governments
and still others by private
donations. Two examples of
the academic type are the
programs at Princeton Uni-
versity and the University of
California at Berkeley. On the
local scene, Harvard Univer-
sity has operated a SETI pro-
gram since 1995. It is located
at the university’s Oak Ridge
Observatory in the town of
Harvard. When I lived in that
town, I had several opportuni-
ties to visit the facilities, see
the large radio-telescope with
its banks of super-computers,
and to interview some of the
professional astronomerswho
worked there.
None of these programs

has yet found any evidence
of intelligent life elsewhere in
the galaxy. However, a recent
development has raised the
hopes of some scientists. It
came out of NASA’s Kepler
space telescope mission.
Kepler is a space craft

designed to study thousands
of stars in our Milky Way
galaxy for signs of planets
orbiting those stars. It was
launched in March 2009. The
NASA scientists are espe-
cially interested in identi-
fying planets that might be
suitable for earth-like life.
The spacecraft finds the

planets, and much informa-
tion about them, by recording
the variability of the light com-
ing from the star. If there is a
planet orbiting the star, when
the planet passes between the
star and theKepler spacecraft,
it diminishes the star’s light
being recorded on Kepler’s
very sensitive sensors. The
spacecraft then looks for the
return of the same signal at
a later time, corresponding
to a full orbit of the potential

planet around the star. In
most cases for the exoplan-
ets found, the return signal
is measured in days, with the
number depending on the
size of the particular planet’s
orbit. They have ranged from
2.2 days to 242 days.
Using this technique over

the last few years, the Kepler
space craft has found more
than 1,000 planets orbiting
440 stars. Some of the plan-
ets were indeed found to be
earth-like in their character-
istics. To be similar to earth,
the planet has to be a solid,
rockymass and have an orbit
around the star that is at the
right distance to have surface
temperatures where water
can exist in its liquid form.
But here is what has the

astronomers excited about
the potential for finding extra-
terrestrial intelligence. One
particular star, designated
KIC 8462852 (which is about
1,500 light-years from Earth),
exhibited extremely strange
results during Kepler’s mea-
surements. Most of the plan-
ets discovered by the Kepler
space craft showed less than
one percent diminishment of
the star’s light as the planet
passed by. Some of the signals
seen over the last few years
from KIC 8462852, however,
diminished the starlight up
to 22 percent, an enormous
increase compared to the
1 percent diminishment of
even a very large, Jupiter-size
planet. The signals were also
erratic in terms of their period.
Scientists considered many

natural phenomena explana-
tions for the odd, unexpected
results, but none seemed to
explain the observations.
There are still some natural
phenomena explanations
to be explored, but now the
astronomers are seriously

considering the remote pos-
sibility that the cause is a
megastructure created by an
intelligent, alien civilization.
Suchmegastructures, possibly
a super-sized solar array, have
been theorized to be the way
advanced civilizations would
obtain power, by capturing
some of the energy released
by their star. They would be
“mega” versions of the solar
power satellites I discussed in
a recent MyView column.
One of the SETI groups cur-

rently engaged in examining
star KIC 8462852 is the SETI
Institute of Mountain View,
Calif., a private non-profit
organization.Theybegan their
observations of KIC 8462852
on Oct. 16, just a few weeks
ago. They are using their
Allen (Radio) TelescopeArray
(ATA) to search for non-natu-
ral radio signals coming from
the vicinity of the star. The
ATA operates independently
and on a continuous basis. If a
signal that it receives appears
to be of intelligent origin, it is
identified by the automated
analysis system. The system
immediately alerts the sci-
entists to check the charac-
teristics of the reception and
confirm its origin.
In case the potential civi-

lization around KIC 8462852
is not broadcasting on radio
frequencies, the SETI Insti-
tute is coordinating with the
brand-new, Boquete Optical
SETI Observatory in Panama.
This facility, just opened last
month, is searching the area
around the star for brief, but
powerful laser pulses that
form an intelligent transmis-
sion from an alien civilization.
In the near future, we will

learn the results of the SETI
organizations examination of
KIC 8462852. All of the scien-
tists agree that the chance is
remote that the erratic results
of the Kepler space craft
observationswill be explained
by the presence of alien-built
megastructures around the
star. But, until they come up
with an explanation of a natu-
ral phenomenon that fits the
data, theywill continue tokeep
the alien megastructure con-
cept as aworking hypothesis.
Anthony Marolda is a resi-

dent of Annisquam. He has a
U.S. patent with an applica-
tion in fusion power and has
worked on the economics and
technology of solar power
satellites.
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Officials, lawmakers
need to answer

for Essex Tech deal

To the editor:
On the heels of an exceptional show-

ing by Bernie Sanders in the last Demo-
cratic debate, the Clinton campaign is
now shamelessly attacking Bernie for “a
roughly 9percent taxhikeonmiddle-class
families” in legislation he introduced in
2013 for a single-payer healthcare sys-
tem. The proposed tax consisted of a 2.2
percent income tax increase across the
board in addition to a 6.7 percent payroll
tax increase for employers.
This strategy by Clinton shows how

low she will stoop in order to knock
down anyone that is threatening to
her. The face of healthcare reform in
the 1990s is knocking the one legislator
who has worked the hardest at the fed-
eral level to institute universal single-
payer healthcare.
Clinton’s campaign claims that

“Hillary Clinton believes strongly that

middle-class families deserve a raise,
not a tax increase.” Such a raise is
exactly what would happen if a univer-
sal single-payer healthcare systemwere
put in place, even with an increase in
taxes. Clinton and her campaign know
this, but choose to ignore it in order to
bring down Bernie Sanders.
Universal single-payer healthcare

can control costs better than any other
system, a control that this country des-
perately needs. It can force down the
cost of care, eliminating excessive pre-
miums and prohibitive co-pays.
At my last job, my health insurance

cost me $100 a week out of my pay-
check for my family. That’s $5,200 a
year in premiums alone, never mind
the $60 for a doctor’s visit, $200 emer-
gency room co-pay, and other out-of-
pocket expenses. Let’s say I don’t even
go to the doctor, so I pay $5,200 to get

healthcare under the current system.
A 2.2 percent tax increase, based on

the numbers from my last full year of
work at that job, would be $610 a year.
Again assuming I don’t actually need any
healthcare, I have just saved $4,590 a year
under a universal single-payer health-
care system. Bernie’s program could be
seven-and-a-half times more expensive
than the proposed tax increases suggest
and I would still come out even.
Hillary Clinton knows all this. She

knows that Bernie Sanders’ plan for
healthcare would be in the best inter-
ests of millions of working families. She
knows that she is attacking the best
plan and the best man for America. She
just doesn’t care.
That’s Hillary “As Long As I Get

Elected” Clinton.
ANDREW TARR

Gloucester

Single-payer healthcare would save taxpayers money

To the editor:
From the Times’ staff writers we

readers expect, and receive, well-writ-
ten, unbiased coverage of local news;
the icing on the cake are the contribu-
tions to the paper of local letter writers/
columnists. 
Two recent contributions that I have

especially enjoyed are, “More than

a cup of coffee” by Herb Wescott of
Rockport, and “Homage on the Home-
front” by John Ronan.
Herb’s artful narrative of an unex-

pected moment of gratitude on Vet-
erans Day from the staff of Dunkin’
Donuts, when escaping a wet and
blustery morning in pursuit of a hot
cup of coffee and quiet enjoyment

of the morning paper, is beautifully
portrayed, as is John Ronan’s liter-
ary-scripted love letter of Gloucester
posing as commentary on the
elections.
Thank you for the pleasure you bring

to my morning cup of coffee.
DOUG HILL
Gloucester

Getting it letter perfect

NASA photo
An artist’s conception of the Kepler space telescope.
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