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OPINION
Editor ¾ David C. Olson ¾ 978-338-2531 ¾ dolson@gloucestertimes.com

Letters to the editor

When Stephen Adgate heard on Monday that 
the gas lines were burgeoning beneath his city, the 
Woburn fire chief said he felt chest pains.

Surely, images of explosions and fires ripping 
through the Merrimack Valley flashed through his 
mind. Three and a half weeks earlier, a spike in gas 
pressure as much as 12 times normal had caused 
so many emergencies that Adgate’s fellow chiefs in 
Lawrence, Andover and North Andover called on col-
leagues from around the state to help cover them all.

Adgate quickly learned Monday that things were 
in hand, and Woburn would not see a replay of what 
happened to the north. Still, the very possibility that 
the Merrimack Valley’s gas disaster might not be an 
isolated incident has seriously raised the stakes for 
the utilities and their regulators in the state to quickly 
ensure the public’s safety.

What happened in Lawrence and neighboring com-
munities —which killed one person, injured dozens 
and left nearly 8,600 homes and businesses without 
gas service —was only officially explained Thursday, 
when the National Transportation Safety Board issued 
an early report on the Sept. 13 incident. it involved a 
Columbia Gas project to replace an old line with a new 
one, according to the NTSB, and the utility’s apparent 
failure to account for sensors that measure and help 
regulate pressure in the system.

The Woburn problem happened when a worker 
doing routine maintenance for a different utility, 
National Grid, sent too much gas into the system. The 
error was quickly discovered, according to the utility, 
though it led to the temporary shutdown of service to 
some 300 homes.

Still, echoes of the Merrimack Valley incident are 
chilling. They’re even more worrisome in light of 
warnings about the safety of National Grid’s pipe-
lines coming from unions representing 1,250 workers 
who’ve been locked out of their jobs with the utility 
since June. John Buonopane, president of one of those 
unions, United Steelworkers Local 12003, has said 
some of those problems could lead to the same kind 
of situation that happened in the Merrimack Valley.

The state Department of Public Utilities responded 
quickly after the Woburn problem, demanding that 
National Grid cease any non-emergency work in the 
state. The department had already criticized National 
Grid for a “persistent disregard for federal and state 
pipeline safety regulations.” And it had already said, 
on Sept. 26, that it planned to hire an independent 
evaluator to check the natural gas network through-
out the state.

We’re still waiting to hear about its progress, but 
clearly that project has added urgency. The Department 
of Public Utilities, Attorney General Maura Healey and 
others who watch over companies including Colum-
bia Gas and National Grid cannot be cautious enough, 
inquisitive enough or demanding enough that they get 
real answers about what’s being done to ensure the 
safety of natural gas customers and the public.

Speaking of growing pressure, it’s hard to see now 
how National Grid continues to stand its ground in a 
labor dispute with the steelworkers. To be fair, such 
negotiations are typically fraught. The reported stick-
ing points between National Grid and its unions — 
over health costs and retirement benefits — are rarely 
easy to resolve. We won’t take a position except to note 
that National Grid’s self-described plan to offer new 
workers a 401(k) style retirement plan, rather than 
a pension, is hardly groundbreaking in and of itself.

That aside, as a growing list of officials including 
Gov. Charlie Baker have said, and events now show, 
there are real consequences of keeping the steelwork-
ers locked out and sending replacement workers and 
managers to do their jobs. National Grid must do 
everything within its power to settle this dispute, lest 
these gas emergencies be reprised yet again.

Stakes raised 
for answers on 

gas safety

To the editor:
Before Brett  Kavana-

ugh’s nomination was even 
announced, the Senate Demo-
crats, led by Chuck Schumer, 
swore that they would stop 
at nothing to derail Trump’s 
pick for the Supreme Court, 
no matter who it was. Now we 
know what they meant by that 
statement.

They failed to stop Kavana-
ugh’s progress in the usual 
Judiciary Committee hear-
ings, so when it appeared he 
was about to be confirmed, they 
launched their underhanded 
attack.

Senator Dianne Feinstein 
had been given a confidential 
letter from Dr. Christine Ford 
weeks before. Then, against 
the wishes of Dr. Ford, Fein-
stein leaked the letter to the 
press at the last minute. This 
dishonest political tactic, and 
what they did thereafter, was 
a disservice to both Judge 
Kavanaugh and Dr. Ford. The 
approach immediately recalled 
the techniques originally 
developed by the infamous 
U.S. Sen. Joseph McCarthy.

I grew up in Walpole dur-
ing the 1950s. One of our 
townspeople received national 
attention in those days. His 
name was Joseph Nye Welch. 
He was an attorney with the 
well-known Boston law firm, 
Hale and Dorr. It was 1954 and 
Welch was representing the 

U.S. Army in one of the first 
nationally televised congres-
sional hearings. It involved Sen. 
McCarthy. McCarthy, the year 
before, had investigated the 
Army to determine the level to 
which it had been infiltrated by 
the Communist Party. Now, the 
Army was accusing McCarthy 
and his staff of trying to unduly 
influence them for personal 
purposes.

A key moment in the hearing 
brought Welch into the national 
limelight. Sen. McCarthy, want-
ing to hurt Welch’s credibility, 
brought up the name of one 
Welch’s young associates at 
the Hale and Dorr law firm, not-
ing that he had been a member 
of a communist organization. 
The young man, Fred Fisher, 
had joined the communist 
law organization as a student 
at Harvard Law School, and 
quit shortly after graduating. 
Welch was aware of Fisher’s 
situation and purposely did 
not put him on the Army legal 
team because he was afraid 
McCarthy would bring the 
matter up during the hearings. 
He knew it could unfairly hurt 
Fisher’s reputation. So, the 
Hale and Dorr senior counsel 
was greatly dismayed when 
McCarthy suddenly announced 
the young attorney’s name.

Welch launched into an 
impassioned defense of Fisher 
on live, national television. 
“Until this moment, senator, 

I think I never really gauged 
your cruelty or your reck-
lessness ...” When McCarthy 
resumed his attack, Welch 
interrupted him: “Let us not 
assassinate this lad further, 
Senator. You’ve done enough. 
Have you no sense of decency, 
sir, at long last? Have you left no 
sense of decency?” The hearing 
room erupted in applause, and 
McCarthy’s reputation was 
never the same.

The Army was just McCar-
thy’s latest target. Others 
were the State Department, 
various universities and the 
film industry. His approach 
to those investigations was 
so notorious that it is now 
known as “McCarthyism.. It is 
defined by Webster’s diction-
ary as being “the use of tactics 
involving personal attacks on 
individuals by means of widely 
publicized, indiscriminate alle-
gations especially on the basis 
of unsubstantiated charges.”

The Senate Democrats 
learned well from the late sena-
tor from Wisconsin. By doing 
so, they have set in motion a 
new low in Senate confirma-
tion politics. They should be 
ashamed. Unfortunately, they 
are not.

To Chuck Schumer: “Have 
you no sense of decency, sir, 
at long last? Have you left no 
sense of decency?”

ANTHONY J. MAROLDA
Gloucester 

Senate Democrats should be ashamed

To the editor:
Oct. 1 was the one-year 

anniversary of the Las 
Vegas slaughters; 58 citi-
zens were killed and many 
others were wounded. 
Some are still recuperat-
ing but will never be whole 
again. Matters move so 
quickly in our nation we 
forget rather easily some 
of these national tragedies, 
unless we have a good 
memory or knew someone 
who was a friend or family 
member and was there at 
that event. It was a con-
cert; suddenly and with-
out reason from a high 
hotel window a crazed 
individual repetitively 
showered the ground level 
with thousands of bullets. 
He couldn’t possibly miss 
doing extreme damage. 
Then he committed suicide 
and left the aftermath for 
all those inexplicably he 
destroyed or damaged.

It was barely noted a 
year later. Why is this so? 
Because our nation has 
moved on to many other 
equally serious tragedies, 
along with a national gov-
ernment hardly coping 
with long-standing issues, 
and a barrage of new 
events, daily preoccupa-
tions and our personal 
lives. It’s virtually impos-
sible to keep up with the 
impact of all these events. 
Then, they blend into 
the background and are 
forgotten.

What can we do about 
these ongoing events so 
dominating our lives and 
our thoughts? We need 
to recognize the repeti-
tiveness of these matters. 
We’re long past Colum-
bine, Newtown, and other 
documented incidents 
involving slaughtering 
of 170 children and staff 
and those forever marred 
in schools shootings; and 
the less noted incidents 
in more recent shootings 
in workplaces and neigh-
borhoods throughout our 
nation. This pattern of 
unprovoked and accepted 
violence must be given 
far more attention by citi-
zens and our elected offi-
cials. They’re so frequent 
we develop an immunity 
to their overall impact in 
trauma, disrupted families, 
hospital and law enforce-
ment costs, and sheer sad-
ness and human waste.

The underlying issues 
are these: Do the lives of 
children and other citizens 
matter in the broad scheme 
of our society? Can we not 
be more thoughtful and 
capable of devising intelli-
gent plans to prevent such 
carnage? With all our insti-
tutions of learning, public 
policy and problem-solving 
domains, can’t we be more 
sensitive and effective in 
coping with what has been 
taking place?

Or is the alternative just 
meager acceptance of such 
chronic human disorder?

If anyone has fresh ideas 
beyond throwing up our 
hands and saying “what’s 
the use?” please come for-
ward and bring them to our 
attention. Or offer them to 
local, state and national 
leaders and organizations 
to promote dialogue and 
further consideration. 
Humans are supposedly 
problem-solving animals.

JOSEPH N. MUZIO
Rockport

Coming  
to grips 

with gun 
violence

To the editor:
Generous Gardeners volun-

teers have planted thousands 
of flowers to make Stacy Bou-
levard a beautiful destination 
for visitors and locals alike. 
Our volunteers donate count-
less hours and the flowers 
are purchased with privately 
raised money. Most people 
are respectful of the gardens. 
However, I was appalled to 
discover that someone stole 
two dahlia plants from the 
beds near the tennis courts. 
They didn’t steal the bloom-
ing flowers. It was even worse. 
They knocked down the stems 
full of the flowers and dug out 

the dahlia tubers. This plant 
would have bloomed until 
frost. Dahlia tubers multiply 
during the summer, so each 
plant represented at least five 
plants we could have planted 
next spring.

The police have been noti-
fied, but we would like con-
cerned citizens to note that 
only volunteers in green 
“Generous  Gardeners” 
aprons should ever be dig-
ging in the flower beds. To 
whomever did this, you owe 
us for the value of those 
plants. We would have been 
happy to sell you divisions. 
In fact, we are just starting to 

sell extra daylily divisions to 
the public. If you see anyone 
digging without an apron or 
if you would like to buy any of 
our extra daylilies or dahlias, 
please email me at susan@
generousgardeners.org and I 
will put you on our emailing 
list.

Please keep enjoying the 
flowers. The annuals and 
dahlias will be blooming until 
early November when we will 
dig out the dahlias and plant 
27,000 tulips.

Thank you for your support.
SUSAN KELLY

Generous Gardeners
Gloucester 

Vandals raid Boulevard gardens

To the editor:
The good ol’ boys who meet 

periodically in the Senate to 
claim the legal basis for their 
tomfoolery were once boys 
dreaming of personal and 
political conquests. I assure 
you, there are precious few 
who might have ever been 
described as scared.

Are these young men fear-
ful of women sneaking into 
their fraternity houses and 
forcefully having sex with 
them? Do they shudder when 
a woman crosses a darkened 
street to ask directions? The 
answer, as anyone possessing 
a modicum of honesty would 
attest, is no! One hundred 
times no!

While I have certain lean-
ings as to who I believe in 
this latest Supreme Court 
fiasco, the answer will forever 
be in doubt. But one thing 
is unquestionably certain. 
Women have always been 
under the thumb of aggressive 
men. And when fighting back, 
they are sloughed off as hys-
terically emotional malcon-
tents whose rights as females 
are dictated by the likes of 
“mad dog” (move over General 
Mattis) Lindsay Graham.

We have no further to look 
than Trump’s most recent 
“Rose Garden Tribute to Him-
self” for this country’s contin-
ued bias for men over women. 
After Trump took questions 

from male members of the 
press, he recognized two of the 
finest reporters Washington 
has to offer. They just happened 
to be women. But his pedigree 
as a cheap shot artist took over 
as he made some infantile com-
ments at their expense.

Soon, the Kavanaugh “did 
he or didn’t he” will be a thing 
of the past. What might have 
been a teachable moment 
regarding the sexual inequal-
ity we’ve adopted as a nation, 
was lost in translation. And 
those entrusted to light the 
way out of the darkness of 
gender bias, continue to 
extinguish the flame.

M.J. FLAVIN
Gloucester

Missing a teachable moment

To the editor:
The Oct. 6 column “Anti-

boycott act undermines free 
speech rights” is dense with 
false assertions. First is a 
false implication, referring 
to the ACLU as though it was 
still a defender of civil liber-
ties. Nowadays only liberties 
of the left concern the ACLU.

The second falsity refers 
to  boycott, divestment and 
sanctions movement  as a 
nonviolent movement, which 
is only true if you overlook 
violence against Israelis and 
defenders of Israel.

The third falsity -- and 
we’re still in their first para-
graph -- is that the purpose 

of BDS is to pressure Israel 
to change its policies. No, its 
purpose is to destroy Israel. 
Omar Barghouti, one of the 
founders of the BDS cam-
paign against Israel, said, 
“Most definitely we oppose 
a Jewish state in any part 
of Palestine. ... Ending the 
occupation doesn’t mean 
anything if it doesn’t mean 
upending the Jewish state 
itself.”

The writers, to make us 
think that religious free-
dom is at risk, support their 
case with examples of how 
religious groups might be 
constrained. But nobody’s 
religious activities are at risk, 

only political actions by reli-
gious groups.

While the authors pretend 
to be concerned about protec-
tion of free speech, the BDS 
movement is actually against 
free speech. The objectives of 
BDS and Hamas are the same 
- the ultimate destruction of 
the state of Israel by every 
means possible. An interim 
goal is to silence pro-Israel 
voices on college campuses 
in order to weaken American 
public support for Israel and 
to make overt antisemitism 
an acceptable form of expres-
sion in the U.S.

RICHARD FREEDMAN
North Billerica

Anti-boycott act no danger to free speech
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