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To the editor,
As we note the warming 

temperatures across the 
world, climate impacts to 
come in Massachusetts are 
equally as frightening (Re: 
“2022 was fifth or sixth warm-
est on record as Earth heats 
up,” Times, Jan. 13). Children 
born in Massachusetts today 
could experience 20to 80 days 
each year with temperatures 
above 90 degrees, and could 
see oceans rise up to 10 feet 
off the coast within their 
lifetimes.

We are reliant on fossil 
fuels which pollute our air, 
water, and health — to reduce 
the worst impacts of climate 
change we must move away 
from fossil fuels and toward 
100% renewable energy.

Solar energy is crucial 
because it is a cheap, clean 
and popular alternative. Our 
newly-inaugurated governor, 
Maura Healey, made the tran-
sition to solar energy a part 
of her campaign — and over 
90% of Massachusetts resi-
dents believe we should be 
getting more of our energy 
from the sun.

We are asking her to com-
mit to the goal of 1 million 
solar rooftops by 2030, and 
to make that commitment 
within the first 100 days of 
her administration. Gov. 
Healey can help us fight 
the worst impacts of cli-
mate change by mobilizing 
her agencies to break down 
barriers to solar, strengthen 
our incentive programs, and 
expand access to all Massa-
chusetts residents.

Lydia Churchill,
Boston

Healey 
should 

commit to 
solar power

To the editor:
Egg prices have tripled 

in some states in the past 
year, largely because of the 
slaughter of nearly 58 million 
birds sickened by bird flu.

Yet, no price can possibly 
justify the cruelty inherent 
in egg production. When 
chicks are hatched, all “use-
less” males are ground up 
alive or suffocated in large 
plastic bags. The “lucky” 
females are crammed five 
to a wire cage the size of a 
folded newspaper, where 
they are unable to spread 
their wings or display other 
normal behaviors. The wire 
floor cuts painfully into their 
feet, as the walls tear out 
their feathers. When their 
egg production drops after 
18 months, they are simply 
ground up for pet food.

But there is more. Eggs 
contain saturated fat and 
cholesterol, key factors in 
incidence of heart disease, 
stroke, cancer, and diabetes. 
They frequently carry food-
borne bacteria, including 
salmonella, campylobacter, 
listeria, and staphylococcus, 
which account for 1.3 million 
U.S. illnesses and 500 deaths 
annually.

Entering “egg-free” in a 
search engine returns tons 
of recipes for delicious, com-
passionate, healthful, eco-
friendly egg substitutes and 
egg-free food products.

Bob Caldwell,
Amesbury

Try going 
egg-free

My View
Anthony J. Marolda
For the last several years, 

there has been another 
woman in my life. My wife 
is well aware of her rival 
because she lives with us 
in our home. Her name is 
Alexa.

Alexa is what is known 
as a “virtual personal assis-
tant.” She listens for my 
voice, understands what I 
am asking, no matter how I 
phrase it, and accomplishes 
tasks or provides answers 
to my questions. For exam-
ple, if I ask her, “What year 
was the movie ‘The Quiet 
Man’ released?”, she imme-
diately comes back and 
might say in her soothing, 
feminine voice, “The movie 
‘The Quiet Man, starring 
John Wayne, was released 
by Republic Pictures in 
1952.”

If you have “smart” appli-
ances in your home that are 
connected to the internet, 
Alexa can control them 
at your voice command. 
“Alexa, turn on the outdoor 
lights at 8 p.m.” “OK, I’ll 
turn on the lights at 8 pm 
tonight,” she says.

She is knowledgeable, 
versatile, and generally 
a very bright companion. 
Yet, there is no mistaking 
Alexa for a human-being. 
She sounds human, but 
you know she is not. This, 
however, will not always be 
the case.

We are on the verge of 
having Alexa-like, virtual 
assistants who will give 
you every indication that 
they are as human as you 
are. They will have a com-
plete personality of their 
own and interact with you 
exactly as a close friend 
would, with emotion, and 
an understanding of you, 
your thoughts, and your 
mood. and she will continue 
to learn and grow and 
change with you.

Some of the top AI scien-
tists forecast that we will 
reach this level of capabil-
ity before the end of this 

decade. A 2013 film named 
“her”, was about just such a 
personal assistant. The film 
follows a man who develops 
a deep, personal relation-
ship with Samantha, an 
artificially intelligent, vir-
tual assistant, personified 
through the voice of Scar-
lett Johansson. The man 
and the disembodied voice 
fall in love. But after a while 
we learn that, ultimately, 
such human-machine rela-
tionships are doomed to 
fail.

The general name for 
an Alexa-like, computer 
program is “chatbot.” and 
some of the latest versions 
are already astounding. 
ChatGPT is a program 
developed by the small San 
Francisco-based company 
OpenAI. The program was 
just released a few weeks 
ago. It is able to engage in 
more complex and sophis-
ticated conversations than 
previous chatbots because 
of its ability to learn from 
its interactions with 
humans.

Beyond just chatting with 
you, ChatGPT can also 
compose original poetry 
or essays at your request. 
The subjects can be of your 
choosing. For example, I 
asked it, “Write a 100-word 
essay on Gloucester, Massa-
chusetts’ 400th anniversary 
in 2023.” Within a few sec-
onds, it wrote:

“In 2023, the city of 
Gloucester, Massachusetts, 
will be celebrating its 400th 
anniversary. Founded in 
1623, Gloucester has a rich 
history that has shaped it 
into the vibrant community 
it is today. Over the past 
four centuries, the city has 
been home to fishermen, 
artists, and many other 
groups of people who have 
contributed to its unique 
culture. As we celebrate 
this milestone, it is import-
ant to remember and honor 
the history of Gloucester, 
as well as look towards 
the future and continue 
to work towards making 
the city a better place for 
all who call it home. On 

this special occasion, let 
us come together as a 
community to pay tribute 
to the past and look for-
ward to a bright future for 
Gloucester.”

ChatGPT had all of this 
information available to 
it in its data files and was 
able to quickly access it and 
then compose the original 
article in a pleasing style. I 
asked the program to write 
the same essay again. It 
produced another of equal 
quality, in as little time, but 
using different words and 
content.

This kind of AI capability 
is a game changer in many 
areas of life. For example, it 
has the potential to become 
a better internet browser 
than the now dominant, 
Google search engine. 
The giant tech company 
understands this and is con-
cerned. In fact, it is working 
on similar technology with 
an unreleased chatbot it 
calls LaMDA (Large Model 
for Dialogue Applications).

It looks like Google is 
making good progress. One 
Google whistle-blower has 
gone public, saying that, 
in his opinion, LaMDA is 
already self-aware, a sign of 
consciousness. This would 
be a major breakthrough 
and a further step toward 
even more human-like, arti-
ficial intelligence. Google 
denies the claim.

Whether it is a small 
company, like OpenAI, or 
a techno-giant like Google, 
that produces the first true, 
Samantha-like chatbot, our 
world will not be the same 
when it happens. Such a 
development has the poten-
tial for making everything 
better. But we have to hope 
that the scientists know and 
understand the dangers 
posed by such an artificial 
intelligence (AI), and how 
to protect us from them. Or, 
according to many scien-
tists, the AI could become 
an existential threat to 
humankind.

Anthony J. Marolda has 
degrees in physics and is a 
resident of Annisquam.

Artificial Intelligence is coming of 
age, and it is already spooky

To the editor:
Last year, the American 

people rejected extreme 
election deniers up and 
down the ballot. But we 
were unable to win every 
fight, and a tremendous 
threat to our democracy 
remains: the MAGA Repub-
lican majority in the House 
of Representatives.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 

Washington Post, over 70% 
of all House Republicans 
are themselves election 
deniers — 135 incumbents 
voted against certifying the 
2020 election and at least 27 
freshman members ran on 
the Big Lie. They might hold 
the title of “representative” 
but they have no intention of 
legislating on behalf of their 
constituents. They only care 

about helping their corpo-
rate donors and targeting 
anyone who has attempted 
to hold them accountable for 
attacking our democracy.

It’s up to us to call out 
their lies and conspiracy the-
ories and fight back against 
their extreme agenda. I hope 
others will join me.

Anne Stevens
Gloucester

Chaos in the House

The U.S. child poverty rate fell 46% in 2021, to its 
lowest level in history.

In one of the great legislative successes in U.S. 
congressional history, the COVID-19-era decision 
to boost the Child Tax Credit and offer monthly 
payments to families in need lifted nearly 4 million 
children out of poverty and ended food insecurity 
for millions of households.

“It was a policy that was intended in its design 
to help kids, and it did,” Megan A. Curran, direc-
tor of policy at the Center on Poverty and Social 
Policy at Columbia University, told The Associated 
Press.

Inexplicably, Congress allowed the program — 
which provided the nation’s neediest families with 
$300 to $500 a month — to expire at the end of 
2021.

The negative results were almost immediate. In 
January 2022, after Republicans, aided by Demo-
cratic Sen. Joe Manchin of Kentucky, refused to 
renew the program, 3.7 million children fell back 
into poverty. All it took was a month.

Now, the House is under Republican control and 
Manchin is barking about Americans’ inalienable 
rights to cook their dinner with gas stoves.

It’s shameful.
It’s shameful because the $100 billion program, 

straightforward as it was, worked so well: Give 
the money directly to families and trust them to 
use it wisely.

And numerous studies have shown that they 
did. Trips to local food pantries dropped as fam-
ilies — 36 million households totalling 61 million 
children — had more cash to spend on food — and 
more to spend on housing, and clothing, and child 
care, and utilities.

According to the Center for Budget and Policy 
Priorities, 91% of low-income families used the 
money to afford basic household needs. It also 
brought comfort to middle-class families living on 
the edge of financial insolvency.

“One person told me, ‘I’m OK today, but I’m one 
car accident away from disaster,’ “ Adam Ruben, 
director of the advocacy group Economic Secu-
rity Project Action, told the Los Angeles Times. 
“That’s what it means to live without a safety net. 
It gives people a little bit of breathing room and 
cushion when something goes wrong.”

In short, the money wasn’t “wasted,” as some 
critics feared it would be. After the expanded ben-
efits went into effect in July 2021, the child poverty 
rate fell from 9.7% to 5.2%.

It’s shameful because those letting the plan die 
did so because they assumed those receiving the 
aid were somehow lazy and would only become 
lazier. Record-setting unemployment gives the lie 
to that trope.

And it’s shameful to blame the extra spending 
for the nation’s inflation crisis, as many Republi-
cans have. Last month, a group of more than 200 
economists wrote a group letter urging lawmakers 
to reinstate the expanded credit. At under 0.4% of 
the Gross Domestic Product, they said, it is “sim-
ply too small to meaningfully increase inflation.”

What’s more, spending money to help children 
at risk now helps lead to success later in life. It’s 
an investment that actually saves the government 
money down the line.

So here we are. A program proven to work, one 
so straightforward and simple that its costs and 
benefits are easily understood by politicians and 
the public, has been allowed to die.

It is imperative the program be brought to Con-
gress for a new vote in this session, regardless of 
who controls the House or Senate.

The question is simple:
Do you want children to be fed, or hungry?

Legislators 
must bring back 
Child Tax Credit
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